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.-‘lfter one unhappy experien{:e, Mark and Maggie
DiStefano were skeptical about decorators.
but Markham Roberts set their minds—and their new

}—Lamptnns house —at ease
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This page: The
Tirgk thing desigrer
Markham Roberls

Boeght for the house
Wik A wadd made of
antlars (at Far laft),
which ha filled with
oitrich egge. The
bamboo chair i

I9th-camtury Chiness,

and tha Angls-Indian
takle ig inlaid with
mather of paarl and
vy, Dpposibe:
Rabertsy (seated an
pola) with Caithin
RiStefarno and several
Friends om the porch.
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Thiz page: Roberts placed an
aAngla-lndiam gettes in the frant hall,
and its simple ticking upholstery is
repeated alsewhend in the house.
Chpposite, op; He schoed the
rosettes of the dining réom™s wheel-
back chairs in @ Chinede-indpired
rug he designed and kg made

In Tiket, The walls are cavered in
bronze-colored grads clath; the
stenciling of bambod trees was
done by Maggie DiStefanc's mathar.
Bolow ri pl‘ll  Rabars continued his
ligiht, comlortable palette with the
dining room tabde soltings.
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1 had just fnished doing PR bouse in Mew York, and i
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_______ uzinganother decorator,” BRE savs, °1 had been burnt once, |
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arrived like a white knight, puiting them at ease with his atten-
iion o detail and overall vision, He came up with a “relaxed tra
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“They wanted it to look nice,” savs Roberts. “But they didn'’



This page: In the living room,
Brawin velval slipper chalrs fram
Gearge Smith are palred with
tufted armchalrs in an embraldoerod
cotton fabric. The sofa is in
gaulfraged green velvak. Righit:

A Balinesse toutile painting of a
cheetah eyes the mahogany -walled
likkrary. Robarts placed an Indian
iaf textile on the sofa he designed,
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His first purchase for the house was .|l.!|||.r..!l|:-' -\_:::i'-.-.l::;.. a vase made of real ang
bers, which he filled with osirich eggs and put in the :L':il'.:'-'l\.'::. Spare eniranse healll. Tt
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Roberts designed much of the furniture himself, poing for velver, tfting, and
ticking—all powerful vehicles on the rosd o cushy comferr. He was able po work
n .".|.|i_|'.: g favorite accent colors, red and greeh, in several rooms. He alio vanted
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a I%h-century Anglo-Indian seniee and a 1able of the same |'-.-.:||'|-.-.'. inlaid with
miother-of-pearl and vory. For the dining room, he chose contemporary chairs with

wheel-hack '\-ill ai= in e qll.lilq,' of roscrres. Bronze-oodored gL choth walls boosted

the: room's rich ook, And o prove how important family is o the DiStefanos, Maggie's
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This page: In the master bedroom,
thie four-poster bed 5 covered in
cream-codored musling and his-
and-hers chalses have matching
thcking. Opposite, top: & look from
the sitting room into the bedroom
of the master suite. The goal was
softness, so Roberts went with a
taupe-on-taups wallpaper. The
animal prints are by 18th-century
natwralist Mark Catesby. Opposite,
bolow: Red accents abound in one
of the Distefancs’ guest bodrooms,
startimg with a Chinese lamterm.
For maore datails, so0 Resources.

r-ald mother —Marguerie McFar

, i trvined decorative painter—soen
oo grove on the walls
master bedroom was the apex of
the collaboration between decoramor amd
Liend o ol arreria T B R
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w11, bt wrthout monobones, | I
poster bed that Boberts remade
aincdedl, he hung creamy musling
1 then chose a gentle Horal fabric for
the walls. Ticking covers the his-and-her
haises, “Ba TE. '
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eilly wanted wo ackd patiern,” savs
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client's request should be the decorar-
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dNLE DHOELE, &N LU MArSE TCHE KN WolNAR
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Markham does? He listens,” savs Magzie.

And thar, to me, is whag it's all about.™ &
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