Dpposite: Harkham Roberts designed
a Lucite conddle for the hallway of
Clayton and Amandas Benchley's
apartmant to dhow o thair coral and
shall collection. Thii page: Amanda
and Markham ploy with Taddy, the
Benchlayi' #on, on an arange velvet
sofa that pops against the dark walls.
The ieascaps it by Karen Connell.
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it Markham Roberts attains
~ superhero status after gutting and decorating
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a child-friendly Park Avenue apartment
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AMANDA BENCLILEY ALYWAYS KNEW she had terrific
friends. But she n vk kmsew thar ahe alsa had at least oo i I*1.|_||,-|_-|
friend, 4 seefningly mild- mannered Ty e wha had the abilicy o
wransbormfimself into athers on command

Markbam Fobers was a lonprime baddy of El;,':'ll_"lll_-_h and her
:'".l"*-!lilrlrj. L .|;'.I:|'\'I'|. | ;‘!r'\. T '||_' LY L |||_-_'.;'.r;|r||:' !:||_r ||||_--. E|;|._E
nicver seen him inaction |'||'l"nl.|_-\.:«.i:||'__|:x' l.;'\.:l_|',;|:'_.:

When my husband andW saw Bim on the job, ralking
oyt wockmen, it was like—Marklam's a whole other e
u‘\ll:" 5 Y .:5-\.-I'||.|":||--\.- ""|l|:.l.' :-;||q_'lp' Ih' {1 _".z|'|'“'|-.[i|_ Chli] ‘_|||_'
noat-professional side, but our respect for him just shos
up enrrsmesly,”

It seemed o e |'-<.'|'|!L'I- theat there was no recals Lrant cConlFctar
or co-of regulation Boberts could mot leap in a single bound. Tr
whid @ gl :El:n;.':_ tosr, Ar thie time, the
Benchlav were renovating their Pack
Avenue apartment in Mew York and
Amanda, o documentary flmmaker,
wis pregnant with her son, Teddy.

*l was pregnant and hyvsierical,
.n.:ll::. II. AEVEr ||'III:.I|_"€\.'|.E |'|r_'_- SNE
Benchley. “He was just very calm,
[t '\'-. .'.II|.| 1'I'I!I L I-q,'l_l 5

Their collaboration almost never
happened —both desipner and cliem
were wary of working with a friend
."";l\.'h.'\‘"l\."\-'\- Ok B, 0 U.Ill:-\.\.l_'l_l CHAL W ' '||
wiis o nece expenience and i didn't kill
our relationship,” savs Boberes,

]"-:'-r starfers, H‘ll!:q;'rlx J_l_|||_|_-j :|'||.
whole apartment. Raising and wid
CRHITE, the door openings made i
beel *more open and grander,”
says. He ripped owt the floors and
ii::l.I”l.'-\.‘I ||.i.'l{-l-:.|:::-,'\!- n_||-;. '.1';'||\'|'|
give him a dramatic backdrop for the offhandedly modem look
hee wemnibed

“They re super casial, o 1% nod too decorared.” Rolsers RAVE
*It’s very kid-friendly. They just weren't into a pliace tha they
hiad B worry albso il, thiaal Iilq.:. couldn't en ff O live in.” s a h_l]
bovar '\-E':"'_l: (M, :ll.' also knew it needed 1o ||-|_' '5;_|_:|-_|:. and mot the
beast hit |'lr|_'|,,i|||_:g-\.

Part of the impens for doing a good job was that Roberis and
his partner, James Sansum, spend a lot of time at the Benchleys|

A% opposcd 10 some of these apartments, they really use the

Liv ing room,  sayvs Roberes, “I8'%s where we all warch moy 1%, 41
dinner, order in food.”

He installed a U-shaped, copper-colored cotton velvet ban-
quetie for ‘\-l||.""|i"-:il\..'.|'.'l\.:. Il'lll":l._"'ll'|: across team a bile -\.|_|_-.,:_;.-
chaise—this Is @ I'.'-'.'IIF, foom whene YOI i b horizongal :||'{|
|:|"'-|"-i:-=l|'l|'\.'=|. *1 wanted all the fabric 1o IH_‘ ||_',|||:I st of luscious

and huxurions,” sies Benchle

Instead of trying 1o hide the television, Roberts simyaly
mounted a flat-screen on the wall,

*I think it's d '.'-::.'-.l.'-.'-."_'r!.' he savs, *1 bowe in” A peee of mone
conventional are, a color photograph by the Benchlevs” friend
Tapp Framcke, hangs nearby.

Cin the apartment’s original mantel is part of the Benchlevs
coral and shell l.l"'.ll\.'H- iy, Thisir Eascinateon with the sea makes
sense when vou consider that Clay's father is Jars author Peter
Benchley. “Clay grew up traveling all over the world with his par
ents and diving, and they're big into marine life preservation —
it's in their blood,” says Roberts, who also collects coral

I'he desipner wanted 1o make a statement with et collection
for the entrance gallery. He began with gloriows brown lacgquered
'-J-JII"*-. -|_|:=|i=|"1|: "I-'I'Iii.i'l ("n.'r:.'ll'l:";: clae I::..\,ll_n_li'“_- W OranEe v |
vet sota, pops. He built a elear Locie
conscle with a shiny whire lsoquersd
!ll_:'. .I!II\.E JHIE SOHTRE € i""‘-ll.q. |_|.|_|| ula]
IMHIMS ITEH II'

Topped by shells and with a star
barrst mirror abowe it its an outcdoor
still life thar happens 1o be indoors
| hl. CHOE=ETh :l'-c'l"::l_- 2 LB ||.:.'Iu.i |:'\.'. ]
seaps :.!l:'!l*-'lll:l-l::'l by Baren Connell,
which hangs across from the console,

Even the Benchleys” Tiffany wedding
silver has a shell moif.)

Since the apartment had no for
I'1.I| | |'|I.|I i HIII:I_‘|[:~. 'hl.'.|r|:|_'|.| I creabe
a bookizh dining rooes a3 o hybrid,
He installed substaneial boaksheloss
around a Karl Springer table from the
19705, grving the whole room a brainy
appeal. Az in the living room, a Mogu-
chi ceiling lamp seersed the right fin.
shing touch.

Amanda lobbied 1o use Philippe Starck s Louis Ghost chairs
:|I:|I:IIl.; ||IL “3\;'-r:||3.::'.' table for BOHTHE VETY h:lnu_l rewsons: “Thee'ne
'.:'ll.'.'i|'l. '.i:".':.lll\.' real |:."\.'\'C'\'!!1 i I:'I.Il:-:-\.'_ :r|:|_| Uy seemm oo be able i } R0
with everything.” she says. And they make it easier 1o see the o
kati rupg Bobweres insalled under the table.

Robertss powers of transformation also applied to peces of
turniture the Benchleys had oamed for years. *We had to reuse
a lot of the pieces | already had because we did not have a huge
budget,” says Benchley, “He saw potential in things T would
mrever hive seen.”

Prime among those was a pair of Louis XVI=style chairs, a
long-ago Hea market And For 3100 in Londos, which Roberis
painted white and ||;:f‘||{-'|-r|-|| in a brown and whine FeOMEinG
partern bor the entrance gallery,

Bur it was the personal change she saw in her fricnd that lin
Ll 01 | |'h.'lli.':I|I."-'.‘\- :I1'.I'||! “Ie 15 s ;|||-||-|_||-:E;|-_|_| E|.\,' |:_;-\. "-=:~\.'|' F ]

PHCEETH l.'.- '\-:':l.' L& i ‘f -\.‘I N&Ver W -\.-:L Wi ;!!' HE R ., L= AT

Rabarts combined the dining radm with & library,
Building baoskcases arcund a Karl Springer

. table from the 19705, Philippe Starck’s Louis

Ll chalrs atand an & Nakati reg. The walli ofa

eavered in Minerva, & fabrie by Lulu DK, Left: The

anch Tiltany wedding silver has & shell motit
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“It’s very Kid-friendly,”
says designer Markham
Roberts. “They just weren’t
into a place that they had
to worry about, that they
couldn’t enjoy or live In”

Robarts mounted o tlat-scresn TY
im ERe livineg reom instead of rynng
1o hida it. In front of the copoars

Coidrind Cobidan-wilval Ganguelto s

....

& white l&cqguered colffes tabls from
theit 19708, The blue subde chaigo has
a faux-mink throw, A in the dining
raam, Robarts chade largs But Simaha
Hoguchi caillmg larmas 1o gkt the
casual room. The mantsl i tooped
WIRE & THER-century Frensh mirras

and part of the Soral oollecticn

vare details, see Pesouices
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