What effect should your lighting give?

OPPOSITE: Fireside dining has an
enduring appeal, but it can be
toasty. Here a Gustavian crystal
chandelier and a few candles
against the wall supply all the
romance that's needed, casting
an intimate glow over the sym-
metrical décor. Tiny electric
bulbs hidden in the frame of the
chandelier shine upward and
supplement its candles. (Markham
Roberts)

] A romantic glow

1 Daylight even when it's dark outside

1 Soft, but bright enough for conversation
[ ] Make my art collection shine

] Energize my kitchen and office

] Flatter me at the mirror

0. LIGHTING

Sparkling. Flooded with light. Nuanced with intriguing shadow. Dramatically accented. It’s
a given that every home should be well lighted so that the occupants can see to move
around and accomplish whatever tasks they turn to, yet the lighting should create an atmos-
phere that’s not purely utilitarian but instead filled with the poetry, drama, or romance that
eludes many of us. Natural light is all around us and we can flip a switch to supplement it
with electric light. What should happen when you do this?

The kind of illumination you choose and its placement varies with the purpose of each
room—there’s no one answer to the question. Light can make you feel happy or sad and
make a space seem inviting or cold, so controlling its effect is critical to your enjoyment of
your home. Yet it has neither volume nor mass and you can’t hold it in your hand; it seems
mystifying. If you assess your lighting needs pragmatically, by asking what you want to do
and see in each space, and how you want the space to feel at different times of the day and
night, you'll see that accommodating these needs is not so daunting; indeed, there are fix-
tures and bulb types to create every desired effect.

Once you have an idea of your lighting requirements, creativity takes over. Fixtures are
like jewelry; they add a finishing touch to your décor—one that changes whether they
are lighted or dark. Think of what will suit your chosen look—something that sparkles opu-
lently or has a restrained beauty? Something witty or tailored? Ultra-modern or very
traditional? Something discreet that you don’t especially notice, or something brimming
with personality?






ABOVE: Pink and agua striped fabric allows plain curtains to make a
pretty statement in this dressy dining room. Because they're not on
rings, curtains like these can't be easily drawn closed, so any pattern
on the fabric gains density and loses definition as it hangs, condensed,
at each side of the window. (Michael Whaley)

ELEMENTS OF DESIGN

OPPOSITE: Made in ecru textured
linen chosen to “take the room
down a notch,” these swagged
valances over matching draperies
stand out gently against the
prominently figured toile fabric
that covers the walls. They're
edged with the ticking stripe
used for the ottoman and throw
pillows—a simple unifying touch,
and the little stripe looks great
pulled closer to the toile.
(Markham Roberts)
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