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Interior Designer Markham Roberts is known for timeless, all-American style. His sec-
ond book Notes on Decorating (which will be published in September by Vendome Press)
includes work from the past 5 years — 32 projects in total. “As Americans, we are a per-
fectly blended mixture of all different cultural influences,” Roberts says. “I think American
decorating takes the best of all worlds and influences and synthesizes those into a style that
reflects all of that. I see it as relaxed and confident, enthusiastic and optimistic.”

Roberts gives L’Officiel the inside scoop on some of his favorite rooms.
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“ANEWYORKLIVING ROOM FORA GREAT COLLECTOR OF ART.THE
DECORATING ISTEXTURED AND LAYERED AND DONETO HIGHLIGHT
THE VISUAL IMPACT OF THE ARTWORK. DECORATING IS NOT ALWAYS
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EMBELLISHINGAND TRICKINGTHINGS OUT.ITISJUST AS MUCH
KNOWING WHEN TO HOLD BACKORTO MAKETHINGS RECEDE VISUALLY
TOACHIEVE ACERTAIN EFFECT.”
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“THE BREAKFAST TABLE OF A
SKIHOUSE IN MONTANA. |
LOVED THE SCALE OF THIS

= & PROJECT AND HAVING BEEN

ABLETO CREATE AN ENTIRE
INTERIOR ENMVEL OPECF
NATURALAND RECLAIMED
MATERIALS, USED IN A
MODERN WAY, AS A
BACKGROUND FOR MORE
SUBTLE DECORATING, DONE
TONOT COMPETEWITHTHE
INCREDIBLE VIEWS OUTSIDE.”

“THE DINING ROOM OF A
NANTUCKET HOUSE WE
BUILT; THIS PROJECT
SHOWS AVERY REFINED
AND COMPLICATED WAY OF
DECORATING, DONE FORA
COLLECTOR AND
CONNOISSEUR, WHERE
EVERY SURFACE AND EVERY
PIECE WAS INCREDIBLY
THOUGHT OUT AND
REALIZED. THE SIMPLE
TICKING STRIPE WALL
UPHOLSTERY FOR EXAMPLE,
IS SKILLFULLY AND
METICULOUSLY DONETO
CREATETHE EFFECT OF
PANELING, WHICH ECHOES

. THE CEILING AND
WOODWORKINTHE ROOM.”

“OUR DINING ROOM INOUR HOUSE IN PORTTOWNSEND,
OUT ON PUGET SOUND IN WASHINGTON STATE. THIS ROOM,
WHERE | CREATED THE CUSTOM COLOR-WAY OF MY FRIEND

NATHALIE FARMAN-FARMA’S DECORS BARBARES PRINT

CALLED “CASSE-NOISETTE?TOWORKWITH THE ANTIQUE

BESSARABIAN RUG,ALLOWED METO FULLY EXERCISE
MY LOVE OF MIXING PATTERN AND COLOR.”?
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“THE ENTRY HALL OF ALONDON HOUSE DONE FOR A CLOSE USED IT IN WAYS WHICH GIVETHE PIECES NEW LIFE. THE
COLLEGE FRIEND AND HER FAMILY. THE CLIENT HAD DECORATING IS RICH AND SOPHISTICATED AND STILL QUITE
EXTRAORDINARY ART AND FURNITURE FROM HER FAMILY AND WE WELCOMING.”
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